reported.

Mohsen Sharifian, the musician and researcher of regional Iranian music, ech-
oed the message of peace and friendship of Iranians with a musical perfor-
mance in Hiroshima, coinciding with the anniversary of the atomic bombing.

Sharifian, who has carried out numerous international activities in recent years
in promoting the music of southern Iran, traveled to Japan for the third con-
secutive time on the anniversary of the Hiroshima atomic bombing. Through
his musical performance at Hiroshima’s Peace Memorial Park — and beside
the only building that survived the atomic bombing — he sought to carry the
message of peace and friendship from the people of Iran to the world, Mehr
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Mulla Sadra Mouse in Qom to
become Hub for Astronomy
and Philosophy Tourism

Local officials plan to turn the historic house of
philosopher Mulla Sadra in Kahak, Qom province,
into a hub for astronomy and philosophy tourism,
under a cooperation agreement aimed at promot-
ing the city’s cultural attractions and strengthening
its tourism economy.

Behnam Ahmadi-Farsani, director general of Cul-
tural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts of Qom
province, announced the plan on Wednesday,
following the signing of a memorandum of under-
standing among the provincial department, Kahak
governorate and Kahak municipality.

The agreement is intended to promote Mulla Sad-
ra house and develop the value chain of religious,
literary and philosophical tourism in the city, ac-
cording to the provincial cultural heritage depart-
ment, Miras Aria reported.

Under the agreement, the historic house and its
associated structures will be used more exten-
sively for astronomy-related tourism and cultural
and artistic events.Ahmadi-Farsani said astron-
omy-related equipment has been installed at the
centuries-old house and that the property will be
made available to a knowledge-based company
as a venue for astronomy and philosophy tourism
events.The official added that the initiative would
also seek to connect tourism, handicrafts and cul-
tural events. Plans include establishing a handi-
crafts bazaar at the historic house and organizing
philosophical tourism events focusing on Mulla
Sadra and his intellectual legacy.

The events will be incorporated into Qom prov-
ince’s tourism calendar, which has been approved
by the provincial department’s technical council,
he said.“The aim is to introduce the capacities of
Kahak to pilgrims and tourism enthusiasts,” Ahma-
di-Farsani said, adding that the province hoped to
better promote Kahak’s cultural heritage, tourism
and handicrafts potential.
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onitoring Begins at Centuries-old
jtes InUNESCO-Jisten (7 10

Monitoring of centuries-old monuments in the UNESCO-
listed Historic City of Yazd has begun as part of an ongo-
ing effort to strengthen conservation and management
of the Iranian oasis city, a local official has said.

Maijid Aloumi, the head of the Historic City of Yazd World
Heritage Base said, continuous monitoring is a system-
atic process for tracking the condition of historic build-
ings and spaces, identifying damage at an early stage
and providing information needed for conservation and
management planning.

The Historic City of Yazd World Heritage Base is respon-
sible for training, supervision, design and control of con-
servation, restoration and development activities within
the World Heritage area, Aloumi said.

He added that information collected through field moni-
toring, along with reports from relevant agencies, is pe-
riodically compiled and analyzed to assess the state of
conservation of the historic city on an ongoing basis.
The measures are being implemented as part of the
management plan for the Historic City of Yazd World
Heritage property.

firms that recovery is not mation, investment, and

ism Council (WTTC) has
launched its latest global
report, “Accelerating Trav-
el & Tourism Recovery
- Global Evidence from
Four Decades of Crises,”
during its landmark Lead-
ership Cruise event in
Egypt, sending a powerful
message to governments,
investors, and travellers
worldwide: tourism always
recovers.

Unveiled aboard the ship
Crystal Serenity as global
leaders transited the Suez
Canal, the report, devel-
oped in partnership with
Chemonics  International
and George Washing-
ton University Business
School, draws on four
decades of global data to
confirm the sector’s struc-
tural resilience. Across 100
significant crisis events, no
destination has suffered

crisis has ended, especially
with strong leadership from
government. Recovery is
not only consistent, but in
most cases leads to strong-
er growth.

Egypt itself, where the
Leadership Summit was
held, is an example of such
resilience, bouncing back
strongly after several cri-
ses.

The launch comes at a
critical moment for global
Travel & Tourism, as the
sector continues to navi-
gate geopolitical uncertain-
ty while driving economic
growth worldwide. Accord-
ing to WTTC'’s latest data,
Travel & Tourism contrib-
uted $11.6 trillion to global
GDP in 2025 (9.8% of the
global economy) and sup-
ported 366 million jobs, one
in every nine globally.
WTTC'’s new research con-

a question of “if,” but “how
fast.” Even in the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
most severe global shock in
modern history, internation-
al travel rebounded from a
72% decline in 2020 to 1.47
billion arrivals by 2024, (the
same as in 2019) and by
2025, international visitor
spending reached a record
$2.02 trillion.

Similarly, following the 2008
global financial crisis, the
sector recovered within just
two years, going on to set
new records in international
arrivals and reaching $1.35
trillion in international visitor
spending by 2010.

The report shows that in
most cases destinations
not only recovered but
exceeded their previous
peaks, demonstrating that
disruption often creates
opportunities for transfor-

growth. The launch of “Ac-
celerating Travel & Tourism
Recovery” marks a defining
moment for the global sec-
tor, reinforcing WTTC's role
as the voice of the private
sector and a convener of
global leadership.

As Travel & Tourism contin-
ues to recover and evolve,
the message from Egypt is
clear: confidence is return-
ing, connectivity is strength-
ening, and the sector re-
mains one of the world’s
most resilient and dynamic
drivers of economic growth.

Aloumi said the newly launched monitoring program in-
cludes visual documentation of the existing condition of
monuments, as well as assessments of physical, struc-
tural, social and biological damage and the condition of
the urban landscape. General and specialized records,
or dossiers, will also be prepared for the monuments.
During the first phase, the Jameh Mosque of Yazd,
Kolahdoozha House, which now houses the Water
Museum, Chehel Mehrab Mosque, the Sheikh Ahmad
Fahadan Mausoleum, the Shah-Abolgasem complex,
Vagt-o-Sa’at Square and the Amir Chakhmaq complex,
among other sites, have been placed under specialized
monitoring.

The results of the program will serve as a basis for future
conservation, restoration and management plans for the
historic monuments, Aloumi said.

The Historic City of Yazd was inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 2017. Located in Iran’s central de-
serts near the historic Spice and Silk Roads, the city is
regarded by UNESCO as a living testimony to the intel-
ligent use of limited resources in a desert environment.

Travel & Tourism
Accelerates after Effective Recovery

Lahijan Mayor Reza Zendehdel (R) and Sisian Mayor Hovhannes Arakelyan
signe a sister-city memorandum of understanding (MoU) in Sisian. Iran’s
Lahijan and Armenia’s Sisian cities have signed a sister-city memorandum
of understanding (MoU) aimed at expanding cooperation in culture, tourism,
economic activities and urban management, as the two countries seek to
strengthen people-to-people and local-level ties.

The memorandum was signed in Sisian by Lahijan Mayor Reza Zendehdel
and Sisian Mayor Hovhannes Arakelyan in the presence of Iranian Ambas-
sador to Armenia Khalil Shirgholami and other officials from both countries.
Shirgholami described the MoU as an opportunity to further strengthen rela-
tions between Iran and Armenia, emphasizing the importance of expanding
contacts between cities and using their capacities to deepen bilateral ties.

cities.

the ceremony.
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Alamut’s World Heritage
Status opens New Chapter for
Tourism and Local Growth

Alamut region could become a strategic
hub for social cohesion, hope, tourism
thrive, and local development following
its inscription on the UNESCO World
Heritage List, a senior official at the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts said. Rouzbeh Kar-
douni, the ministry’s top adviser and

director general of its ministerial office,
made the remarks at the first meeting
of the Strategic Council for Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts of
Qazvin province, held at the provincial
governor’s office.The meeting brought
together Qazvin Governor-General
Mohammad Nozari, provincial officials,
senior ministry officials, members of
the ministry’s Strategic Council, and
more than 40 academics, experts and
activists in the fields of cultural herit-
age, tourism and handicrafts.A major
focus of the meeting was the potential
of Alamut following its inscription as a
UNESCO World Heritage property, with
participants emphasizing the need to
use the region’s heritage assets as a
driver of tourism, local economic devel-
opment and national identity.

“‘Alamut will create an important op-
portunity to introduce the province, at-
tract tourists, boost the economy and
promote local development, while it can
also be a source of great pride for all
Iranians,” Kardouni said.

He added that Alamut’s significance
should not be viewed solely through its
tourism and economic potential.
“Alamut can, in addition to being an
important tourism and economic asset,
become a place for social cohesion and
social hope,” he said.

Kardouni linked the role of cultural her-
itage to the need to strengthen social
capital, saying that heritage could pro-
vide an important platform for greater
cohesion and unity at a time when soci-
ety needs them.

He also pointed to the broader histori-
cal significance of Iran’s heritage, say-
ing that Iranian history was not limited
to defending territory and identity, but
also reflected the country’s traditions
of science, skills, creativity and every-
day life.“This heritage can be inspiring
and provide guidance for us today,” he
said.Kardouni also highlighted the par-
ticipation of Hadi Khaniki, an academic
and communications and social affairs
expert, saying he had been invited to
advise on turning the province’s herit-
age potential into an effective social dis-
course. The meeting continued with of-
ficials, academics and sectoral activists
presenting their views, proposals and
concerns. Organizers said the session
was intended to mark the beginning
of a continuing mechanism for expert
consultation and the development of
strategies for Qazvin’s cultural heritage,
tourism and handicrafts sectors.

Lahijan, isian Ink sistgr-ity MoU to Expand Iran-Armenia ooperation

Zendehdel highlighted Lahijan’s cultural, economic and tourism potential,
describing it as a major destination in northern Iran and a city known for its
tea, bamboo and silk industries. He said the partnership would facilitate ex-
changes among municipal managers, artists, academics, intellectuals and
local institutions, potentially boosting tourism and economic activity in both

Arakelyan also stressed the importance of sustained contacts among mu-
nicipal officials, residents and local institutions, saying the memorandum
could promote greater familiarity with the cultural, tourism and economic
capacities of both cities. A cultural exhibition featuring Iranian and Armenian
handicrafts, cultural products and local souvenirs was also held alongside



